[Driving ability under opioids: current assessment of published studies].
Opioids are more frequently used in the treatment of chronic non-cancer pain. The aim is not only to reduce pain intensity, but also the patients' reintegration into their social environment, including the possibility of driving their own car. Various studies have investigated the impact of opioids on driving ability. Two studies showed that a group of patients with chronic pain receiving sustained treatment with transdermal fentanyl or buprenorphine performed significantly better in tests than healthy persons with legally relevant 0,05% concentration of blood alcohol. These results indicate that stable opioid treatment does not necessarily impair driving ability of patients in chronic pain. However, so far published studies do not provide clear evidence for saying that persons on sustained opioid treatment can drive a car without any problem. Nor do they indicate that such persons should not drive.